
DECEMBER’S THEME:  PUNCTUAL 

                DATES TO REMEMBER  
Fri, Dec 7th  -  7 - 9pm 

Activity Night at Mackinaw Trail 
            Mon, Dec 10 – 5:00pm 

7th Boys Basketball Traverse City East JHS @ 
home 

Wed, Dec 12 – 5:00pm 
7th Boys Basketball Petoskey Middle School @ 

home 
Mon, Dec 17 – 5:00pm 

7th Boys Basketball @ TC West JrH 
Wed, Dec 19 – 5:00pm 

Reed City Middle School @ home 
Mon, Dec. 24th thru Tues, Jan 1st  

No School – Christmas Holiday 
Wed, Jan 2nd – School Resumes 

Thurs, Jan 3 – 5:00pm 
7th Boys Basketball Ludington Middle School 

@ home 
Sat, Jan 12 – 12:00pm 

Alpena Thunder Bay JHS @ home 
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NEWSLETTER                                           DECEMBER 7, 2007

                                Principals’      
Dear Parents, 
 
     As we finish with the first week of the third 
marking period, I want to let you know how proud 
I am of the students at Mackinaw Trail.  These years can be 
difficult for students as they begin the transition from a 
child to a young adult.  Attitudes change, emotions increase 
and personalities are tested.  This is normal and inevitable.  
I am proud to say that even while this is occurring, our 
students continue to show kindness and respect to their 
peers and adults in the building.    As you can imagine, this 
is important with nearly 500 students under one roof.  I 
appreciate your part in making this happen.  Continue to 
show interest in your child’s schooling during these years, 
making contacts with teachers and our counselor if needed.   
     Report cards are being sent home today with your child.  
I encourage you to take time to go over your child’s 
progress these past six weeks.  By emphasizing the 
importance of giving their best effort and striving for good 
grades, you will be making a valuable impact on their 
future.   
     We are looking forward to our holiday concerts in the 
next few weeks.  Our band, choir and orchestra students 
have been working very hard to present programs that will 
leave you inspired.  Dates, location and times appear later 
in the Trailblazer.   
     Have a great weekend with family and friends! 
 
 
Andy Brown 
Principal 
 

VOCABULARY WORD OF THE WEEK 
Justify – to show or prove to be right or 
reasonable; to defend or uphold as warranted 
Building a snow fort does not justify forgetting to do 
your homework! 
 

      
 

      To Report Absences or Leave 
         a   message for a student… 
The direct line to the Student Office at 
Mackinaw Trail is 876-5602.  Please dial that 
number when you wish to report an absence 
or leave a message for a student. 
 

 
                       IMPORTANT REMINDER 

       Please watch the television and listen 
to the radio in the mornings for school 
closings & delays.  Continue to watch & listen 
as changes and updates are made 
throughout the morning. 



 
                       MTMS Ski Program  

                  Information/Application for the MTMS ski program 
are available in the Student Office.  Students who wish to join 
throughout the ski season will be allowed to turn in registration 
materials when they sign up and payment is due on Thursday 
mornings in the Principals’ office before school.   The first 
sign up date will be Friday, December 21st.   Weather permitting 
the skiing start date is Monday, January 7th.  All ski enrollment 
forms and sign up for the January 7th ski date are due on 
Friday, December 21st! 
 
                  After School Activity Reminder 
If your child is staying after school for any reason (clubs, 
activities, athletics, etc.), please be sure to pick them up 
promptly at the time indicated by the supervisor.  When 
children are not picked up on time, our school staff are 
forced to remain with them for kid's safety.  This is 
sometimes a burden for staff that have other 
appointments to get to, and always an inconvenience.  
Thanks for your understanding and support. 

 
 Junior Ski-Racing Program    
 Ages:  6 – 14 
Dates: January 8 – March 6 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:30 – 6:30 pm 
Place:  Caberfae Peaks for home meets 
             and other ski areas for away      
             meets 
Cost:  $120 for training and unlimited Nastar  
          $85.00 for training only 
            $75.00 for unlimited Nastar only 

More information and applications are available in the student 
office.      
 
                  MTMS ACTIVITY NIGHT 
There will be an Activity Night at MTMS on Friday, 
December 7th from 7-9pm.  There will be a $3.00 
admission fee.  Activities include movies, games, dance 
revolution, DJ in the cafeteria and the gym will be open. 
Come and join the fun! 

            YMCA TEEN SCHEDULE  
The December YMCA Teen Center’s schedule is available 
in the Student Office. 

                         Intramurals 
Intramurals will be held in the gym after school on 
Mondays and Thursdays from 2:45-3:30. Must be 
eligible to participate!                                         

             
            CHS Athletic Director Retires 

John Horrigan, Athletic Director and Community Schools 
Director is retiring from CAPS.  There will be a fitting send off 
on Friday, December 7th during the Cadillac vs. Gaylord Varsity 
Basketball game half time held in the CHS Performance Gym.  
Gate cost for the game is $5 for adults, $4 for students.  A cookie 
and punch reception will take place following the game. Starting 
times for the games are: JV tip off is 5:30pm and Varsity tip-off 
around 7:00pm. 

                   
   

 
 
                             BAND CONCERT 
 

On December 20, 2007, at 7 p.m. in the Cadillac 
Community Auditorium, the Music Department will be 
presenting a concert by the Mackinaw Trail Middle 
School and Cadillac Junior High Bands.  The concert will 
feature works the students have worked on this fall, as 
well as some seasonal favorites.  The concert will finish 
with combined band performance with up to 150 
musicians performing together.  Students need to report to 
their warm-up locations by 6:30 p.m.  The Cadillac Band 
Boosters will be in the auditorium lobby providing 
information about the Band Boosters as well as have 
items available for last minute stocking stuffers!!   
 

Strings Concert 

 
The 6th –12th Grade String Orchestra concert will 
be held on Thursday, December 13th in the High 
School Auditorium at 7:00pm. 

 
            MTMS HOLIDAY CHOIR CONCERT  
Come and enjoy the beautiful holiday music presented 
by the MTMS choir on Monday, December 10th in the 
Community Auditorium at 7:00pm. 
  

CASA VOLLEYBALL 
Applications for girls CASA volleyball in grades 4, 5 and 
6 are available in the Student Office.  The girls will meet 
in the High School Performance gym from 9:00-11:00am 
on January 12, 19, 26, February 2 and February 9.  
Registration fee will be $25.00. All applications must be 
in by December 21. 

 
         . . .AFTER-SCHOOL TUTORING … 
    . . .  a free program provided again this year at Mackinaw 
Trail.  Tutoring is held Monday through Thursday from 2:45 – 
3:45.  Transportation home will be arranged through the 
CWTA.  Registration forms are now available in the Student 
Office.  If you have any questions, please contact Jeff  Deitrick, 
Counselor (876-5610) or Mr. Brown, Principal (876-5600). 

                                                                        GENERAL MILLS BOX TOPSGENERAL MILLS BOX TOPSGENERAL MILLS BOX TOPSGENERAL MILLS BOX TOPS    
The Protostars Teams is collecting General Mills “Box 
Tops for Education.” Please save and return coupons to 
Mrs. Austin’s room #360. Thank you! 
                        
                    SCHOOL WEBSITE 
Don’t forget to check out the website for the 
Cadillac Area Public Schools! Log on to 
www.vikingnet.org.     

                      
 


